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International Women’s Day is held on 8 March every year around the world to 
celebrate the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women 
particularly during the COVID-19 response. IWD is a global campaign to 
reflect on progress made, call for increased focus and celebrate the 
achievements of women across the globe.

Pacific Women partners led and participated in a range of activities for 
International Women’s Day (IWD). Here are some highlights including links to 
Facebook and website stories:

https://pacificwomen.org/our-work/locations/regional


In the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), the Chuuk Women’s Council 
commemorated the first anniversary of its Tongen Inepwineu Counseling 
Center (TICC) for survivors of gender-based violence along with a market day 
as well as a One Billion Rising campaign. The Australian Embassy in 
Micronesia hosted an IWD function.

In Fiji, the Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre (FWCC) called for more collective 
action to end all forms of violence against women and girls. FWCC also held 
a candlelight vigil.

Fiji Women’s Rights Movement (FWRM) organised a ‘If Women Stop, the 
World Stops’ concert in solidarity with the Women’s Global Strike Movement.

Fiji Women’s Fund held an event in Labasa, Northern Fiji, celebrating the 
leadership of women and girls as vital first responders, rebuilders and 
peacebuilders in communities.

In Kiribati, the Australian High Commission in Kiribati supported a march. At 
the event a key-note address was delivered by the President of the Republic 
of Kiribati His Excellency Taneti Maamau, with a presentation provided by 
Australian High Commissioner, Bruce Cowled.

In Papua New Guinea, Equal Playing Field shared messages from its staff 
who #ChooseToChallenge to help build a nation where women and girls are 
equal and their voices are heard.

Femili PNG highlighted the need to ‘continue to celebrate women not just 
today but everyday’. The PNG Business Coalition for Women acknowledged 
its many partners and also celebrated the achievements of the 47 graduates 
of the 6th BCFW Certificate IV Leadership and Management Course. For the 
Papua New Guinea Family Protection Order Research Project, the Australian 

https://www.facebook.com/chuukwomenscouncil/posts/2879727952304600?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVmgyu858LhBK0xPNcEbYvns98oJIBjBnhD2mbcKPxY5b2nTc25RA9wTco8XWzKg32MnSmYdKh-rP39LaTUnZJAHZEtMWAeP7kYIMvJbGuZP9SCw0Bevexabzf4Uhk8Subh7vAgjKzpvUHorc1XeOzS&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/chuukwomenscouncil/posts/2879736038970458?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWykqHyIaAKNRFahKWowM6AX-VkrAz-UQ1NbuHoEWECV9xF_K01qwD8TjuySMBFZZ7AX3PAutvX2UrSv8BjmWw8O-6BBJiW67Ql7wQoyloq2MFSzYSUdmtKyyslmXRx1rdJk5OpNgHRoENdm3TwjPCB&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianEmbassyPNI/posts/3463439117127986?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVASJOmYgkF3k0voMYq1cMzBeRulC8Bk1n2mwINhCue60MBRYlzntbFBYJKqPJabls7nELwVPxsEWweZHTr1IwUwwXmWx587ZDabcHS6ZG-S5nNHakaFCO2fniSEpZDdVFs0glC38eE73DcQ8iMP9gy&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbcnews.com.fj%2Fnews%2Ffwcc-calls-for-more-collective-action%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0bfhcUGfzHMyVdm3b5nss03g8R5b3wv6ginbZLnGR1zgLSPDFWIPIb_os&h=AT3pTrLnbtZcKoosQUnRxhKf1q79eDJQNw7zM6H1syLxS3AcOmRhG6Kv4bKUhcoY44JqLP6rX8o8HrssNxpI7XuM_f5ig4d6aM3ubWb8_3Cx9HOVX8AvNAdiThj92cW6CYyX&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2THE46Lw7e26yqRaDA41-g7pb94QBXjxYVi_G-m4MsAtL5wz70i25OVGWQFYqJvO3G6NZZA_Jj5TE4FFnuu_gpHcxD5UyDlqW31nOcQlNzBX08E6OpbzFndwmD7Gajlb5uT9FEVQqkio3A5N3Vt0AS6nA1J2ezuJb6-i3BAcU9C7A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbcnews.com.fj%2Fnews%2Ffwcc-calls-for-more-collective-action%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0bfhcUGfzHMyVdm3b5nss03g8R5b3wv6ginbZLnGR1zgLSPDFWIPIb_os&h=AT3pTrLnbtZcKoosQUnRxhKf1q79eDJQNw7zM6H1syLxS3AcOmRhG6Kv4bKUhcoY44JqLP6rX8o8HrssNxpI7XuM_f5ig4d6aM3ubWb8_3Cx9HOVX8AvNAdiThj92cW6CYyX&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2THE46Lw7e26yqRaDA41-g7pb94QBXjxYVi_G-m4MsAtL5wz70i25OVGWQFYqJvO3G6NZZA_Jj5TE4FFnuu_gpHcxD5UyDlqW31nOcQlNzBX08E6OpbzFndwmD7Gajlb5uT9FEVQqkio3A5N3Vt0AS6nA1J2ezuJb6-i3BAcU9C7A
https://www.facebook.com/FijiWomen/posts/2893130234266454?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXxsaf6_qyC246vMSS7R_zjTW8PqiughYxIWuMopQDNLdGLsKdF8YaX2EFmhfwpZR3THFAii5kQ1LwbwAy3ICoYdlx4CtKBXEaFNrHlsOqDfIpZ08LyOzFr_t9Rrn0avu3wscHZkgW6THmvZ38spUzo&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fijitimes.com%2Fiwd-fiji-concert-a-call-to-advance-equality%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3UIqsbcjC0XyChZUuTkCPUp67yhCAr6espg03Ktj4GwFCvI3QQrfR_l2c&h=AT0vo0flwqZSO1d3VddeKhJrDNgZEa11OEoJQ6msztHk7maSzjgYkfoRG6H9UlGIfZBvQlQv5oa6D6uZfEZ9apda0oWhQwja3adhHHSPstMEAvRbr573whM9ednk6r0hK5R5&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1yu3dc1FrcGnZDcST-ub29A8eKk4BP-RnYGEB42yfIMNofpSFTA_B4pB53xhNcvZwTfqYXMkjyC6AYoiAcj_vaAlvXWpwo2sRc9XzWlQJDkMLjofwnCNclh40JZX3y3bbC0fj2hn1HVHUF5tJIvGx3Qs5-DAKsmepZ4N3m_MHkeIutvkMyxeNftOA
https://fijiwomensfund.org/iwd_labasawomensforum/?fbclid=IwAR2FwPlpLIVuQKh1cCaJOA_rZvLn-0ZKXW5s_wF4OKLAAyvsXBheVdgARwo
https://www.facebook.com/australiainkiribati/posts/5598399450200935?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULmUVmGHCDq03VzLyIUJaIRPQcdqdg01PBeaEhTSzloln-ki7ZWknCO1bPVzXGklLLYvDb7XGndFflBWsLvNzemAb-jPQzdK4Gfgnp6oV5mTDy-SANdp72JjhpksEsAIDorUtKXWA5nucme4oH5pbR&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/equalplayingfieldorg/posts/3788442877909335?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUrqg5AmurB-GwqhDDXVAMtGJpyVx7mOwl3xDr7sfH6JhdbUyy--pa3hw61mu2-HiQtLOD3WzrTo3-IT81SSezsmLv02yTpn2UFHb-IjnAkyytEqyLCq73CJN8VDJXh9NgLIq4bjb911jJF4ypkJR1N&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/femiliPNG/posts/3915307938548799?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVmLk9sPpSSSaN6yL8rEA_tAYiYZGKE4pKS2b0JSS2S0xgEuht2tkbC51Mw_XN059v9WDRkzlPnS0F_V8gmLZspYSbP7zejSCeGSgG3ulO94KD4sL_npbpgfi6XrVzfEVRzpADKX9_lI1gqpO4kl5JX&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/femiliPNG/posts/3915307938548799?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVmLk9sPpSSSaN6yL8rEA_tAYiYZGKE4pKS2b0JSS2S0xgEuht2tkbC51Mw_XN059v9WDRkzlPnS0F_V8gmLZspYSbP7zejSCeGSgG3ulO94KD4sL_npbpgfi6XrVzfEVRzpADKX9_lI1gqpO4kl5JX&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/pngbcfw/posts/1075622572917771?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdgkeZcDxBTJftB4VeWLptVdzUCXY1cr6c1ecOiqX-KSJabur-yfWK_CALvxglCV2KEd88TifoTDgYtCgNpQ6fmWGXiftI82sUTfHiziGcVxAbjENSN6aBSwCYJmTEsHki-im6oh_WNmCj-8ffMxxG&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/pngbcfw/posts/1075603362919692?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU5BYycu27SggmB9tLqNZzZjs_CFjI0hhmSFTlUcqRemwTFSTpNio1Kem5U-C8rcJfQA0axsDm7PeLcRjaClMRTGHZWw0OLrySeH3nhS1GQqY3Ok9MGIQXaOiTS5crXd8GSXoCzaCyGWkkkcebv8hvg&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R%20with%20the%20ceremony%20also%20livestreamed%20https://www.facebook.com/pngbcfw/posts/1075446789602016?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUEAOvu44F3uJUS2eYWxGkofh0olkKlrSWSbI4VukO_263koeKT50CY3_dOYpHM-fJ9nTo1O_2G_51CoBAlQKs8Vtlv-k3Gt0-lq8dtjS59qWmw3_oq9UCAb-EjCxXY70ySr0QUQDbY58HW4i4yJE7EI613iISQAOLnu6Xd11dsRg&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


National University (ANU) Department of Pacific Affairs launched a series of 
short films.

In Nauru, the Unique-Lee Foundation shared a post in commemoration of 
IWD featuring Unique-Lee with her sisters. The Foundation was set up in 
memory of Unique-Lee, a young woman with a loving family and friends who 
was killed by her boyfriend when she was 21 years old. Her friends and family 
created the foundation to remember her and to raise awareness about 
dangerous relationships.

In the Republic of Marshall Islands (RMI), Women United Together Marshall 
Islands (WUTMI) shared Pacific Women’s profile of Daisy-Alik Momotaro, a 
leading advocate to end violence against women and girls in the RMI and 
Executive Director of WUTMI.

In Samoa, a Women in Political Participation in Samoa panel discussion was 
hosted for IWD by the National University of Samoa. The panel was 
supported through the Australian High Commission, with the Women in 
Leadership in Samoa (WILS) initiative and partners. The Australian High 
Commission also supported a ‘Women in Science’ event to highlight various 
career paths women and girls can follow and studies they can pursue within 
science.

https://www.facebook.com/DepartmentofPacificAffairs/posts/3931582943589893?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV1YkCsxlYAEusB62YL5acirBBU1d1CEyd9HT1Skgvxc78FFd82z8SV_aeLYqXB2gBBNUD3hQPY7reAlbdiRRR0YvGttj7B5Nq5L_obOhgT2Dp2Ohd95Obfx0giPN2eTtWuYe6ljtEqO-6Jupxawgkk&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/ULVPF/posts/892004861624391?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUBgl4ZXiWM5bPgaPWdGgVhw9e5hgl-IPWoql8zKiokkwJP_LpDB8jaWgtbYg-58BrkvflcbRnQewQW34PJ3QE0ZMF6GNwZwV9NIUE4M4UHfWSX64s_jaLgb1tQVbpTeG0ntS438zlfDxu3QP-G_LQZ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/wutmi.rmi/posts/4285289221502810?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU0zMnJQL0oaSqngmdY74RnJMw0gpqCxtKPQLpFUETV7jTEjkhND0J3xDxRY_79_RBkvA15IiL9BEKUiEJjH86bTqRBT33iTNa508eMX-XyFK_fRVbI1c_VA8TAJ2gDW2L6lx8OPy07lYaQLvN0qQQjIuku3WNOnpxiRND0CgBvCQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/AusHCSamoa/posts/3908453442544553?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVzOeDLtCyPZzI7oxO9VsHPoffncbX5liamuFKbuOZb0OeS1LSw6ySq5A59kV5joBV24szJWoj3ClzbWxghqSklO3WmIZiZT-bEX02YmFJzVDpCd5O-cEjLA-08TO2XY45POfcR13en8sNwZylHGcDd&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/AusHCSamoa/posts/3926237490766148?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWesSTM92M_u269ODmMOB8yNOzaKspZLiMiFNrfRgEE5r9_dgx6j5TTLT4EDAW-d9QR6zzmljjWUbeZAuWMV8CGL_PeTPpG1olUqAp8as9SreXaoTND5Skh_dLvZ_fOYnBjnEmq8ZL-0D86HrrdbL1Y&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


In Solomon Islands, the Australian High Commission was part of the Ministry 
of Justice and Legal Affairs ‘Women in Law’ IWD breakfast. There was also a 
march held in Honiara on 8 March to celebrate the tremendous efforts by 
women and girls around the world in shaping a more equal future and 
recovery from COVID-19.

In Tonga, the launch of the Tonga National Service Delivery Protocol outlined 
the response and referral pathways for survivors of violence against women 
and girls. His Majesty’s Armed Forces (HMAF) in Tonga hosted a group of 
young women from the Take the Lead (Taki Mu’a) initiative for IWD.

In Tuvalu, there was a national roundtable, a morning church service and a 
statement from Prime Minister, The Honorable Kausea Natano acknowledging 
women’s significant contribution to food security especially during COVID-19. 
The food security roundtable was organised by the Gender Affairs 
Department and attended by Live and Learn, Tuvalu Red Cross, the Tuvalu 
National Council of Women and the Department of Agriculture.

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianSolomonIslands/posts/1836523299836320?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXRD-Fr2ZVQt00wMYTcYuEcMb5lgIgeASzuBYugSMiyknw8yfiWbI4jHEUF82xcySNFe3kPeVa_8rSc0pD1K4sStEnJbKKHlK_pvCRN7QaEGi-NQjMwRU5iztiMAzDp9LkEQ5gbXbh9PcPFM9I6bx5s&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/UNDPSOLOMON/posts/5634408606577082?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVqXykTkI1_5HOHCdwMNWxWzf1U1wDe-NYcupCPV9R9BoShAxoYH7aVbYRxCy6r-6mcdCB3pDYrmKyMEibL2ddQB1Rir5mRNud0X-ejRsC5UK03nNXV6z1q930l0ckygNbTvhdws5k6BzKWhKk9qoq34QXhf2lK00pNr7q_qxG7Dg&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/UNDPSOLOMON/posts/5634408606577082?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVqXykTkI1_5HOHCdwMNWxWzf1U1wDe-NYcupCPV9R9BoShAxoYH7aVbYRxCy6r-6mcdCB3pDYrmKyMEibL2ddQB1Rir5mRNud0X-ejRsC5UK03nNXV6z1q930l0ckygNbTvhdws5k6BzKWhKk9qoq34QXhf2lK00pNr7q_qxG7Dg&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/australiaintonga/posts/3506265956149825?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXeb379Iyn4oUQp1jYuMZmPoJSc08f7W_EtypNGgSfVGRQoj215LqeflIOBZWfPHB66z23pScSyTlBCtZedIOa59hFV1buUBTFspDmMe1DZpjEcex5BgGqC3VI4bmOtCMrWYFagBLHqOJzrVoaqNtd3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/australiaintonga/posts/3506404299469324?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXGBvoIz7EUZ7GLL6_oN22vVTAZUvhprJs_ghmUjV9VSS9J4yQsi9oAylIhjXvAMNwW3eaqwM78BvvCoMnyhCjpImn0qNIZYQfy4V_NI7YSoCvggUHCsLAFy7mBwrmKScdPfqhS-HJDBH41oEcs0qNS&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://pacificwomen.org/news/international-womens-day-tuvalu-celebrates-womens-contribution-to-food-security/?fbclid=IwAR0-XBoV5gxWUhgmU5QuPXMQ_mqdrbk6cZ1Z1MYsU6TnmI6H3eWDptl_dp8


In Vanuatu, the Vanuatu Women’s Centre held a Reclaim the Night march 
and shared photos from its Sanma, Penma and Malampa counselling 
centres. Australian High Commissioner to Vanuatu Sarah deZoeten 
joined VWC’s march. The High Commission also awarded Liza Naupa 
Pechan and Jilda Shem the winners of the IWD Awards 2021. CARE Vanuatu 
shared an IWD video stating: ‘You are beautiful, you’re strong, you’re 
powerful. Stand up and rise up, women, we’ve got to stand tall!

Also for IWD, the We Rise Coalition shared profiles of women leaders from its 
new partners, including: Doris Tulifau, Director of Brown Girl Woke in Samoa; 
Yasmine Bjornum, Executive Director and Founder of Sista in Vanuatu; Irene 
Abbocak, Program Manager for Sista in Vanuatu.

https://www.facebook.com/vanuatuwomenscentre/posts/5807134412645764?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV0bCVfzC2hlUTDvA_IeZ_RU2nfSIE6_nyQvb_TIcW4WHHjH6wnMg6X4VRiIaB1PCJIw_1r_q3SI8Ca-jfnAk7LRRxgKGoTgFHgzWZQTg8dI91a6Wffd_SktO1FoF1RJJw5POQUzt6S591yER-hxAS_&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/vanuatuwomenscentre/posts/5810198415672697?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVyh3TI8tQKYcj6gUL4JSWedDWvmB0AvB7wnoMR67XyXU5gT1RWlU19mHc4okhZ-9eZQAgiN6_qFib7CM9J22iebbqFdyi_MG9hAUo6HJS0vGGDy4LIehZxe8pCINQnT5I4T3xCfQMuAOGCLg2tTEpa&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/vanuatuwomenscentre/posts/5810283575664181?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWp1shIHXYrqcHe3t3NYJMxDCsajzFLMBvErBhk-_mkGP9XL4oC2FGdBZsW4Iljl_gx-XPlLX8psRFbD699_ETjfK_TPmnGAa1hZQPPTXvv_rYBBe0aCnf0qbsuUMrz__U02bVmlyPUa8nR6avA0l2C&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/vanuatuwomenscentre/posts/5815470235145515?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXyDY4mnvDd-6PwAS6qB4kyYcFZM_iffvvKXXw9wde07HshiXl3DhdOqiZUjYh2iOsKM138nCVwUaQVIOg_T36MW3o_fwdLJVwR-ig7cvctbQWCsvXq54DpHKUeslkfnAnkM8B4Cu0MHSh38wLOyq_A&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianHighCommissionVanuatu/posts/3767388010020691?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUcYWViGo4Yq-lgf_Qsvv_iX9lSSgMHhDf0gHTAT12DYlqhjmWCioGnAQlkteuxxDeZUWlHM3GmwZIwSJH999UJu9Zyp9MuyCSq1SPWTRTez1wqf6ToP_0rJvbNCLDn-cHEUE96ThRTOkCgEWkJowc6&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianHighCommissionVanuatu/posts/3764873796938779?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWfDWz2pmt7ufZTJeZ8AwmdCCBYPgLNw7Lw8-n4IWGFVK20m_Jw1V4RZb2-4mFGkKJLkkoOY5l27ZfW8eadYNI_qpGqJb0QYypAo3QOXDQpwBcpFBMwCff9s4CI6mFYjuaaZH6P_N27--gLQ4zj_i15&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/carevanuatu/posts/1016970355492853?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUUyhwSlGf0w3-ilHiOrwzWa1vZtCdOYZDuSjkRmvicoVruZlY-7egGeCC_PFIPH6NG820-MiSbCwn3nxPfJklgKGUvqNWa48AzacbJZgx0DsCKjBeX8LfLnMETYFZlBpo09zm36tHQexh4TdOxu6YyeJYH0QjfDXNniUr78HwOjw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=201119525107114&id=110336417518759&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXxTl2g44ganeBYdlAtYLaqDZyOCmA5cdhfF0pJQeJ46JObGf5K6qbB7OGnQV7mFr0CW8t4cRibQODlP-ZnIGH_F-J-_-CCoXsSxvbgGpBpJwj9ryrulPKbnf2wfLI40L7MfVNyX1AflekUlaOdU2GA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=204069438145456&id=110336417518759&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVpL_F2JR7gsB5umCJRkJUKYfDdCjfq2gpLEPym6b0LK4rTx-XQS7HevlHk5eNnFwKpkh5pCIJx36wfdBj5FQIZZzgTUDCQrB1PXd59fyoQxI2RTrTc92q5DB91JPEtLbir3eap4Hgoj1UAKNcAR_3L&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=204819828070417&id=110336417518759&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWW5IbqpVY1wl1u_JcQmgxhKJmhOJtyIs5tRoVjmq1zyZ7P5O2lCHPlIPinPH7K-1kumgfXXdw5bYzdIT_QdHzSH_aRy6JKvWgIoJviilyf6bwKg9SY5v_1If3yDx9f90fepbPApxces2gB8x-aMdIN&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=204819828070417&id=110336417518759&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWW5IbqpVY1wl1u_JcQmgxhKJmhOJtyIs5tRoVjmq1zyZ7P5O2lCHPlIPinPH7K-1kumgfXXdw5bYzdIT_QdHzSH_aRy6JKvWgIoJviilyf6bwKg9SY5v_1If3yDx9f90fepbPApxces2gB8x-aMdIN&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R

